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Research Interests 
 
Molecular microbial ecology.  Employing molecular techniques to explore the diversity 
of microbial assemblages in natural systems through the investigation of community 
structure, functional gene diversity, and the evolution of biogeochemically relevant 
processes.  
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James Madison University  B.S. Biology     1994 
University of Georgia   M.S. Microbiology    1997 
University of Georgia   Ph.D. Marine Sciences   2001 
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2005-  Assistant Professor, Department of Microbiology, University of  

Tennessee  
 
2005- Faculty member, ORNL-UTK Graduate Program in Genome Science and 

Technology 
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2003   NSF Postdoctoral Fellowship in Microbial Biology  
2003 Travel Grant Award (American Society for Microbiology/The Institute for 

Genomic Research 3rd Annual Small Genomes Meeting) 
2003 Student-Participant Award to attend the EU-US Molecular Biology for the 

Environment Course (Feb 2-15, Madrid, Spain) 
2002  Travel Grant Award (ORNL 9th Annual Genomics Meeting) 
2000 Student Travel Grant Award (American Society for Microbiology) 
1997 Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award (UGA) 
1996 Excellence in Teaching Award (UGA) 
1992 Undergraduate Research Fellowship in Microbiology (American Society  
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American Society of Microbiology 
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